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warrantable license. The author speaks of men ' of large round- 
about sense, and cultivated reason.' What, in the name of com- 
mon sense, is round-about sense 1 In the very next page, we are 
barked at by a tripleheaded monster, hight ' sound-book-learned- 
ness.' ' The ventriloquists of human reason,' is a phrase which 
we might admire more, if we understood it better. ' The thral- 
dom of the sensuous and the present.' Sensuous is a word which 
is used twice in places where, as it seems to us, sensual would have 
been the right one. Johnson defines sensuous thus ; ' Tender, 
pathetic, full of passion. Not in use ; ' and adds this quotation 
from Milton ; ' To this poetry would be made precedent, as being 
less subtile and fine ; but more simple, sensuous, and passionate.' 
This, we presume, is not the meaning which Mr Marsh intended 
in his use of the word. We do not like to notice such faults in 
respectable writers, but we deem it to be our duty. 



0. — Eulogy on the Hon. William Crafts, delivered before the Pal- 
metto Society, in the Second Independent Church. By E. S. 
Courtenay. Published at their request. Charleston. Ellis 
& Neufville. 1826. pp. 15. 

Mr Courtenay has rendered a happy and discriminating trib- 
ute to the lamented subject of his Eulogy. A sketch is presented 
of the biography of Mr Crafts, together with an account of his di- 
versified talents and interesting character. The following pas- 
sage describes his conduct as a statesman. 

' Notwithstanding the unpopularity of his political opinions, he 
was several times elected to a seat in the General Assembly of his 
native State. In this situation he rendered important services to 
his constituents. He was early distinguished for his love of let- 
ters, and omitted no opportunity of disseminating a love of learn- 
ing among the people. He felt, to use his own language, that 
" knowledge was the lifeblood of republics and free govern- 
ments ; " that the eagle was the bird of light, as well as of liber- 
ty. In the legislature he always advocated every measure which 
had for its object the encouragement of scientific and literary in- 
stitutions. At a period when a shortsighted policy, aided by a 
parsimonious spirit, would have abolished the Free School System 
of the State, and left the children of the poor to all those innume- 
rable miseries and crimes which are the almost certain conse- 
quences of ignorance, Mr Crafts undertook its defence, and in a 
speech replete with eloquence and good sense, depicted in glow- 
ing terms the blessings of knowledge to a state, and the curses 
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entailed upon it by the ignorance of its citizens. He was suc- 
cessful ; humanity and good sense triumphed over a narrowmind- 
ed policy, which would have weighed the true wealth of the state, 
the intellect and moral character of the rising generation, with 
the gold and silver which fills its coffers. 

' His friends might rest his character for usefulness as a legisla- 
tor on this one act ; for if in ancient days, he who saved the life of a 
single citizen, was deemed worthy of the 1 civic wreath, to what is 
he not entitled, who by his eloquence and zeal preserved to thou- 
sands that means of moral life, without which man is little better 
than the brute on which he banquets ; the prey of appetites and 
passions that degrade him in the scale of creation ; which unfit 
him for usefulness, and make him a burden to himself, and too 
often a curse to the state. If gratitude be not an imaginary vir- 
tue, while the free schools remain in existence, they will be iden- 
tified with the name of Crafts ; his memory will long be cherished 
by the thousands who have participated, and the tens of thousands 
who shall hereafter participate in the blessings they impart. Mr 
Crafts was a philanthropist in the most extensive sense of that term ; 
he possessed a heart full of the milk of human kindness ; the sor- 
rows ofhis friend, were felt as his own, and relieved, if in his pow- 
er ; but his good feelings were confined in their operation to no 
narrow circle ; to no creed ; to no party ; whenever the voice of 
misery was heard, it was attended to with promptness ; his profes- 
sional aid was never solicited in vain, by the poor or the oppressed. 
These feelings, so honorable to him in private life, were carried 
with him to the legislative halls of the State.' pp. 10, 11. 

The numerous friends of Mr Crafts will subscribe to the just- 
ness of the following delineation. 

' In the private walks of life, no one was more amiable than our 
friend ; possessed of a lively fancy, a social disposition, and attrac- 
tive manners, he was the idol of his friends and companions. The 
goodness of his heart was never called in question, it was percep- 
tible in every action of his life, it tempered his wit in such a man- 
ner, that though all acknowledged its brilliancy, none complained 
of its point.' p. 13. 

We subjoin one more paragraph, on Mr Crafts' talents as a 
writer, and believe, that in the wish expressed by the author at the 
conclusion of it, the voice of the public will very generally concur. 

' Our friend was advantageously known as an essayist, both in 
this country and Europe. His compositions, published in the 
Charleston Courier, were copied into the principal newspapers 
throughout the United States and Great Britain, and were every- 
where read and admired. As a writer he was chaste and con- 
cise ; his productions abounded with classical allusions, his com- 
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parisons drawn from the works of nature, evinced . a correct taste 
and an imagination alive to the beauties of creation, that a good 
Providence had everywhere scattered around him. It is to be 
hoped that the orations delivered by him on various occasions, 
with a selection from the essays, printed in the journals of the day, 
will be collected and published ; they would form a volume, 
which would be a valuable addition to the library of the man of 
taste, and constitute a durable and appropriate monument to his 
memory.' 



7. — Remarks on the Practicability and Expediency of establish- 
ing a Rail Road on one or more Routes from Boston to the 
Connecticut River. By the Editor of the Boston Dai- 
ly Advertiser, pp. 71. Boston. 1827. William L. 
Lewis. 

The report of the Massachusetts canal commissioners, pub- 
lished about a year since, confirmed an opinion which had before 
prevailed very generally in the community ; that the obstacles to 
the formation and use of a canal from Boston to the Connecticut 
river, to say nothing about the more difficult route from thence to 
the Hudson, render the undertaking of such a work clearly inex- 
pedient. Still, the enterprising citizens of Massachusetts are im- 
patient at remaining idle spectators of the great works going on 
in the middle and western states, facilitating their trade of every 
kind, and advancing them in wealth and power, with a rapidity 
unknown in the world before. 

The remarks of Mr Hale are calculated to allay this impa- 
tience by showing that Massachusetts is not doomed to forego 
a.11 improvements in intercommunication. They were first pub- 
lished in the ' Boston Daily Advertiser,' probably, to meet the ques- 
tion, then about to be discussed by the legislature of Massachu- 
setts, respecting the expediency of forming a railway from Bos- 
ton to the Connecticut. Mr Hale appears to have made himself 
acquainted with most of the works that have been lately written 
on railways. His familiar knowledge of the geography of New 
England, cannot be unknown to our readers. With these quali- 
fications, he has examined his subject as minutely as the compass 
of seventy pages would allow, and his little work must prove 
highly useful to the community. It is a common sense exami- 
nation, apparently very impartial, and demands our assent to no 
more than it proves ; and it must be a cause of congratulation to 
the people of Massachusetts, to know, that, after such an inquiry- 
Mr Hale is highly in favor of the railway. 



